4200 Carlisle Pike

January 2012 Issue

| The Mission Edge

St. Timothy Evangelical Lutheran Church

Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011

January 13 - 15, 2012
Byers Conference Center
Roxbury Holiness Camp

Orrstown, PA 17244

“Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he
shall strengthen your heart ...”
Psalm 27:14

Join us in a discussion of life experiences
using “When the Heart Waits: Spiritual
Direction for Life’s Sacred Questions”
written by Sue Monk Kidd, author of “The
Secret Life Of Bees”. This engaging piece of
non-fiction work takes a closer look at the
art of waiting. Rather than avoiding or
rushing life experiences Kidd suggests
entering and experiencing changes as we are
faced with them, even and especially when it
is un-comfortable or even painful to do so.
The book's overarching metaphor is that of
the metamorphosis of the butterfly,
particularly the cocoon stage. More than any
other symbol, the cocoon best illustrates the
act of waiting while changing, all the while
suspended in darkness a position that affords
neither fore-sight nor action. Contact Marian
Lefevre (732-6904) or Amy Ewbank (582-
4712) for more information.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Please Join Us on
January 7, 2012 at
8:30 AM at the
Peppermill Diner for
food & fellowship.
**1st Timers Eat
FREE**

Call 737-5243 for directions, if needed.

FAMILY GAME NIGHT

JANUARY 27TH
Join us for a
Friday evening
of  fellowship
and good food
with your St.
Timothy
brothers and
sisters. Open to everyone. We will have
BBQ and Hot dogs. There will also be
organized games and crafts for the children.
Please plan on attending. Bring a covered
dish to share & your favorite board game to
play. Sign-Ups begin December 25" and
can be found on the table in the Church
entryway. Fellowship committee will
supply drinks. Dinner will begin at 5pm.

HAPPY NEW yEAR

ST. TIMOTHY MISSION STATEMENT
We, a people blessed by God joined in Baptism and nurtured by the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, are
dedicated to continuing His ministry based in the Lutheran tradition proclaiming forgiveness and salvation

through the grace of God alone.
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From the Pastor’s Desk...

The New Year always brings new challenges. Some of them come in the form of New Year’s
resolutions, of varying kinds, but almost always involving an effort at personal renewal. This
New Year begins a process of congregational renewal, which can be exciting and disquieting at
the same time...

As | write this on the Wednesday before Christmas, my mind is still focused on the
congregational vote of last Sunday, December 18", which was overwhelmingly in favor of
disaffiliation from the ELCA. The vote was 98 in favor and 11 against; nearly 90% in favor of
separation. This vote came at the end of a two-year process in which we had a number of
opportunities to learn and share. Some felt the process was too long. Others felt that the
process was too short. Yet, the vote itself testifies to the appropriateness of the time taken to
discern the issues.

But, in addition to the Second vote, which is scheduled for Sunday, March 25", 2012, we are
entering this three-month period from now until the last vote with a need to decide with which
Lutheran body we are going to affiliate. There are essentially three choices we have for such
affiliation, and, at the back of this newsletter, each of them is compared & contrasted with the
ELCA for the purpose of our congregation’s education and discernment. Please note that all
three are “centrist” Lutheran churches. The voice of moderation prevails in these bodies, unlike
the voice to the hard-left (ELCA), and voices to the hard-right (LCMS—Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod & WELS—Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod). Please read this brief
two-page summary. If you have questions, please direct them to the pastor, and, in addition; we
will be offering small groups & Plenary—as we did for the voting-prep—in order to discern
where we go. The council will also have a recommendation.

At the time of the Second vote in March, we will also have you vote as to which body you wish
us to join. It too must achieve at least a 2/3 super-majority in order for us to affiliate with a new
Church. This is just as important as the vote to separate, since we can’t jump from something to
nothing! Again, please read the synopsis at the back of this newsletter, and be prepared with
questions as we hash it over.

Allow me now to address an issue that surfaced at the Congregational Meeting in which we had
the recent vote:

It has been said that our position as a congregation is, or will become, unloving with regard to
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered, or intentionally Non-gendered persons. In point of fact
we love all people, as God loves and cherishes all. Forgiveness of sin is not limited only to

2|Page



January 2012 THE MISSION EDGE

certain people we might regard as ‘good’ (since “none are good but God alone”), but is
extended by God to all who are sorry to him. This is as it always has been, and always will be,
in true Christianity.

The crux comes, however, when something Scripture clearly defines as a part of human
brokenness (sin) is suddenly regarded not to be, and is even asked to be sanctified, blessed, or
deemed to be holy by God. Then the issue becomes one of Scriptural integrity, which is behind
all of this, including the language issue.

Is something that Scripture doesn’t regard positively allowed to be blessed? Is something
which Scripture identifies in both Testaments as broken allowed to be considered unbroken? At
the Bishop’s Consultation with the congregation last week (at the time of writing) after a
member mentioned that she was divorced, made the point that she didn’t ask God to bless her
divorce, because it was wrong, but she did ask and receive forgiveness.

If Scripture 1s the written Word of God, the “authoritative source and norm for our faith and
life”, we need to respond accordingly.

We are ALL sinners equally. One sin is no greater than another. All are welcomed into our
Christ-community with all our ‘baggage’. Yet, we don’t seek to have God bless our brokenness
or sin. Instead, we seek forgiveness through confession, and pray for the amendment of our
lives, as we all do at the beginning of worship. Gay and Lesbian persons are not excluded from
the love and mercy of God, or from the need for honesty and repentance. When we find that it’s
difficult to struggle with an issue because of societal pressure, we don’t just shrug, give up, and
say that Scripture doesn’t mean anything anymore, or that we’ve grown beyond it. Yet, this is
what happens sometimes.

Gerhard Krodel, the late Gettysburg Seminary Dean and one of my professors, said during his
commentary on a Bible text that “Today, sex is the means of society’s assault on the Church.” 1

wonder if he lived long enough to see—unfortunately—how right he was.

Peace to you in the Apostolic Faith,

PASTOR KEITH +
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Christmas Caroling to St. Timothy Homebound

Children’s Christtmas Program — “Mary Remembers”
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St. Timothy Prayer Concerns

Please keep the following people in your prayers

A,

Vivian Craig The family of Mark Chance Military Overseas:
Carl & JoAnn Haubert  Noelle Hinkle

Jerry Jones Camiline Campbell & family Jamie DeSpain

Maxine Gottstein Russ Urffer & family Chaplain John Teitman
Bill Steinhart Marian Bushey

Barb Curtis The family of James Rahn

Marie Valigorsky
Lynn Picioccio
Marsha Walters
Josh Hansen

The family of Virginia Brunner
The family of Kathy Hoover
Beverly Beck

Helen Lefevre

Prayer Request Box

Please feel free to fill out a paper with your prayer request and place it in the prayer box.
*  The prayer boxes are located on the ledge as you enter the sanctuary. The name(s) will be

added to St. Timothy’s prayer list

January 3 Bill Brown Janhuary 18 Colleen Fickes January 28 Thomas Herman
January 6 Mark Valigorsky January 19 Gina Kerchner January 29  Janet Hubler
January 9 Steve Brader January 21 Bill Schlegel Dalton Fickes

Lisa Goldman Joel Valigorsky January 30  Joann Miller
January 11 Paige Keefer January 24 Russ Urffer Sarah Castillo

Addison McCabe June Hoerner January 31 Susan Albert
January 13 Samantha Milbrand  January 26 Al Kerchner Ryan Smathers
January 15 Baron Keefer January 27  Jackson Castillo

appy

irthday

o)
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Congregational Happenings

Study the Bible with us
Join us every Thursday
evening at 6:30 PM in
the lounge for a Bible
discussion group
focusing on the book of
Acts. All are invited.

Do You Like to Knit or Crochet?

Consider using those talents
N, 20 and join the Prayer Shawl
\\%‘:,;}’;i Ministry at St.Timothy.
”‘;;.'.-m" This growing group meets

L ," .
every other Friday from
Noon to 2 PM and at 6 PM

on the 4™ Monday of each month.

Children’s Church is the 2" and 4"

Y Sundays during the 10:30 AM
I A\ I worship service for 3-year olds

to 2nd graders.

Nursery Care on Sundays
Nursery care is available
during 10:30 AM
worship  service and
during Sunday School
for infants and small
children.

Congregational Needs

2012 BULLETIN SPONSORS

Please consider signing up
to sponsor the church
bulletins for one month in
2012. The sign-up sheet is

_ .11 4 on the bulletin board in the
X narthex. Cost is $35 per
g sponsor per month. Two

sponsors are needed for each month. You
can sign-up for one or both sponsorships.

COMMUNION BREAD BAKERS FOR 2012
Linda Townsend is working on the schedule
of communion bread bakers

-. C 3.
for 2012 Additional e
volunteers are needed. You Bakers

would only be asked to
bake the bread for 1 or 2
months during the year. If
you would like more
information or would like to volunteer your
services, please contact Linda Townsend at
ltownsend317@verizon.net or the church
office at 737-5243.

Needed

April Yard Sale

One of the ideas for a Faith
Income Project is a Yard Sale.
The date has been set for
April 28, 2012. Mark your
calendar and start saving your
“stuff” for this sale.

ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORS

J  The 2012 flower chart is
posted in the hallway
leading to the Sunday
School rooms. There are 40
Sundays in which Altar
Vases add beauty to our
worship area. Donors may
be individuals, families, or organizations
within our church. Cost is $18 per vase or
$36 for both vases. Hope you can help!
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“Share Your Change”
We are asking members and
visitors to donate their loose
change each Sunday and put
it into our change jar located
in the entry. The money will
go towards the General Fund
to help with the deficit.

Council Recognitions
The Church Council recognized
J\AI8y the following individuals for
their service to St. Timothy at
¢ their December meeting:

»  Call to Worship volunteers, especially
those involved with invitational
calling and Hospitality Sunday.

>  Musicians who provide instrumental
selections throughout the year.

> Betty and Phil Semke for their
donation of an extension ladder.

>  All persons who participated in the

Christmas caroling event.

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH

GIVING in a BIG WORLD ....
And in YOUR OWN
BACKYARD

Thanks to all who contributed gifts for all the
local outreach programs we did during the
Christmas Season.  During this season we
collected 143 boxes of Jell-o for the New
Hope Ministries Christmas Food Baskets, 70
Children’s hats and gloves also going to New
Hope Ministry in Mechanicsburg. The Angle
Tree provided 45 gifts to children currently
living in shelters and 19 pairs of men’s
gloves went to Bethesda Missions. Check out
the Christian Outreach Bulletin Board for
upcoming opportunities to help with local
charities.

An Evangelism thought.....freed to serve!

“You, my brothers, were called to be free.
But do not use your freedom to indulge in
the sinful nature; rather, serve one
another in love”

Galatians 5:13

Many consider freedom
to be the absence of
responsibility, the
opportunity to do as one
pleases, or the option to
choose what is best for

)
N

SERVE ONE

oneself regardless of the
needs of others. ANOTHER
Jesus had a different IN LOVE.

understanding. In John
8:34, Jesus says
“Everyone who sins is a slave to sin”. We
human beings by nature are slaves to the
unholy desires and selfish wishes within our
hearts. The obstacle to freedom is not our
responsibility to others, or the laws of
society, but our own sinful human nature.
But from that enslavement Jesus sets us
free!

Jesus died on the cross, suffering the penalty
for our sin. Through Baptism in His name,
our sinful nature is crucified. We are
released from its bondage. We are set free!
But, for what purpose? St. Paul says that he
used his Christian freedom not to indulge
himself, but to serve God by serving others.
Jesus has liberated us so that we might serve
Him with gladness! It is only in the service
of Jesus Christ that we find true freedom and
true joy. We minister to the needs of others
so that they too might come to know, enjoy,
and share that same freedom in Christ!

GALATIANS 5:13, NIV
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Call to Worship!

With five Call to Worship Projects now completed in the past two years, here’s a summary of

some amazing results!

Project 1 | Project 2 | Project 3 | Project4 | Project5 | Total
Initial Contact Goal 1,000 1,000 1,500 1,500 1,000 6,000
Number contacted 1,168 1,009 1,516 1,533 1,171 6,397
(Initial Contact Message)
Number saying “yes” to receiving 57 63 73 50 36 279
mailing (Also number contacted by (4.9%) (6.2%) (4.8%) (3.3%) (3.1%) (4.4%)
Invitation Callers)
Total number of hours called (Initial | 56 61 72 79 51 319
Callers)
Average number contacted per hour |21 17 21 19 23 20
(Initial Callers)
Number attend Worship 9 15 11 4 5 44
Number still receiving St. Tim mailing | 23 24 34 36 33 150
Number shepherding: 36 (Call to Worship) and 59 (non — Call to Worship)
Number membership: 3 (Call to Worship) and 24 (non — Call to Worship)
Congregational involvement: 43 people! WOW!!

First, many thanks to the Lord for giving us the privilege to invite others to Worship so they to
may hear about His great love in Jesus! Second, many thanks to everyone in our congregation
for putting their God-given talents and resources to use! To our Initial Callers and our Invitation
Callers who spoke the message with great care and clarity! To our Clerical Team for making
sure that every mailing went out on time and without any errors! To our Hospitality Sunday
Greeters for warmly welcoming all visitors! To our Hospitality Sunday Set-up Team and to all
who brought refreshments for making the fellowship time after Worship such a wonderful
experience!

In 2012, two Call to Worship Projects are being planned. One in the Summer with its Hospitality
Sunday possibly coinciding with a Blessing of the Animals Sunday. The other in the Fall with its
Hospitality Sunday occurring in early November.

Please give prayerful consideration to being part of this ministry. Each ministry “hat” requires
some simple training and a small amount of your time. Contact Jim Vogel with any questions at
761-4035 or kjvogel@gtcinternet.com.

May God’s great love for you be your source of joy as you share Jesus with others!
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Help Habitat for Humanity with Personal Toiletries
‘ your Cans! St. Timothy As you travel, please
has an ongoing collection remember to collect
of aluminum cans to those hotel sample size
benefit Habitat  for toiletries. St. Timothy
Humanity. There are three has an ongoing
collection containers: one in the entryway, collection project for
one in the back hallway and one New Hope Ministries and the Ecumenical
downstairs. Please bring in your EMPTY Food Pantry at Messiah Lutheran
aluminum cans and help a worthy cause! Church. The collection container is located
All proceeds stay in the Harrisburg area. in the hallway before going downstairs, just

outside the church office.

We Are Looking for Fresh Blood! Monthly Food Pantry Collection

for January 2012 for New Hope
Ministries and the Ecumenical
Food Pantry at Messiah Lutheran
Church. Apple Sauce, Beef &
Chicken Gravy, and Macaroni &
Cheese. V. o

R pjacaroni

The St. Timothy
Blood Donor
Group is looking
for new
members. Every
day someone in B Mficese
our community Please place items in [y

needs  blood, o box in entryway.
whether it be an accident victim, newborn

or cancer patient. There is still no
acceptable substitute for human blood;
donors are our only source. Although 85%

of the adult population is eligible to Give Me Your Worn, Torn & Tattered
donate, only about 7% ever do. If you are _ @ Boy Scout Troop #296 will
18 years or older, in good health, and accept any worn, torn or

weigh at least 110 pounds, you may be tattered American flags and

eligible to donate blood. It normally // dispose of such flags in a

takes less than 1 hour of your time and proper manner. Please place

it gives you the satisfaction of knowing flags in the designated box located in the
that you have given a special gift of life hallway adjacent to the stairs near the
to the recipient. Please call Bill Brown church office.

at 761-7687 or the Central
Pennsylvania  Blood  Bank  at
1-800-771-0059 for more information
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JANUARY 2012
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
8:00 AM Worship Service
Role January 1% January 8" January 15" January 22% January 29™

Assisting Audrey Hettrick | Jim Vogel Camille Frankefield Linda
Minister 9:30 AM Service Townsend
Lector Only Jim Vogel Mary Lou Suckling | Evelyn Punda
Usher Tom & Sheila Dave & Pat Bill & Sue Schlegel | Russ Eves

Daise Bailey
Greeter Russ & Vivian Steven & Nancy Frankenfield | Cheryl Foster

DelLuca Beverly Brader
Acolytes Jocelyn Basom Camille Jocelyn Basom Emily Foster

Frankenfield
9:30 AM Worship 10:30 AM Worship Service
Service

Assisting | Deanna Frankovich | Deanna R J Harris Russ Urffer Linda
Minister Frankovich Townsend
Lector Deanna Frankovich | Spike Spilker Matt Wolf Paulette Black Amy Ewbank
Usher Phil & Betty Semke | Bill Brown David Brunner | Ken & Paulette

John Hileman Jeff Lefevre Black
Greeter Dee Titus Pat Douty Cindy Hubler Deb Eslinger Arlene Young
Acolytes Jon Hansen Tim Vogel Michael Simons Samantha

Michael Simons | Matt VVogel Rittner
Nursery Dee Titus Sandy Lingle Bonnie Harris Anna Malcein
Assistant
Altar Dee Titus Pat Douty Paulette Black | Mary Urffer Janet Alexander
Guild

JUR DATLY BREAD

Look for the new edition of Our Daily Bread in the basket in the narthex.
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Gt. Timothy Preschool “

Don’t Keep us a secret...share the hews!

Gt. Timothy Preschool has openings in:
2 Year old classes
2 hrs. per day/2 day per week
3 year old Classes

2 % hrs. per day/2 days per week
(optiohal third day)

Please contact Giha Kerchher @ 790-923¢ for more
information or to schedule a Class Visit.

or original cartridge box, to church and depositing it TOUR RECTCLING AXD FURDRATING PAATRER
into the container on the table in the lobby. The Nursery School will be paid up to $4 for
each cartridge. This is an ongoing collection effort, so please keep us in mind before you
throw away your empty cartridges. RECYCLE and we ALL WIN!

You can help St. Timothy’s Nursery School by C =) §
bringing your empty inkjet cartridges, in a Ziploc bag —LUJ “‘ljm-ué

ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH
REPORT OF STEWARDSHIP GIVING / FINANCIAL STATUS
For the Month of NOVEMBER 2011

ACTUAL NEEDED Positive

Envelope/Plate/ Envelope/Plate/ (Negative)

Special Receipts Special Receipts Treasures
Current Month $12,614.00 $ 16,272.00 $ (3,658.00)
Current Year-to-Date $ 68,092.59 $ 89,496.00 $ (21,403.41)

Note: If you or a family member do not have an envelope number and would like a receipt for a donation, please
contact the church office.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1** Sunday of Christmas 1:00 PM
9:30 AM Contemporary Worship Fellowship
(No Communion)
7:00 PM
Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Noonpzr?tc;g 6:00 PM Exec | 5:00 PM Youth £:30 AM
7:00 PM Mutual Volunteers No Bible Study leave for Men’s
Property Ministry No Senior Choir Winterfest Breakfast
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Baptism of Our Lord
8:00 AM Traditional Worship
--Baptism
9:15 AM Sunday School &
Confirmation Class Noon Prayer
10:30 AM Traditional Worship 6:30 PM Bible Shawl
--Senior Choir 7:00 PM Study
--Council Installation 7:00 PM Scout Women’s
--Children’s Church Boy Scouts Leaders 7:00 PM 7:30 PM Senior Retreat Women’s
1:00 PM  Youth Return from Council Choir Weekend Retreat
Winterfest
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
2" Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 AM Contemporary Worship
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship
Newsletter
W fomR Deadline 10:30 AM Staff
omen return from Retreat Welcome Back 6:30 PM Bible
Lynn! Study
7:00pM | 7:00PM 7:30 PM Senior
Boy Scouts | Vorship Choir
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
3" Ssunday after Epiphany Noon Prayer
8:00 AM Traditional Worship Shawl
9:15 AM Sunday School &
Confirmation Class 5:00 PM Family
10:30 AM Traditional Worship 6:30 PM Bible Game Night
--Senior Choir Study
--Children’s Church
2:00 PM Brownie Troop 7:00 PM 7:30 PM Senior
Boy Scouts Choir
29 30 31
4" Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 AM Contemporary
Worship 7:00 PM Boy
9:15 AM Sunday School Scouts
10:30 AM Contemporary
\Worship 7:00 PM Prayer
Shawl
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2012 Church Council

John Hileman, President

Jim Vogel, Vice-President

Audrey Hettrick, Secretary

Michael Bowser

Dave Brunner

Camille Frankenfield

Nancy Frankenfield

Jeff Lefevre

Jamie Smathers

Stephanie Stehman

Russ Urffer

Rev. Keith H. Eslinger, Pastor
Karen Vogel, Treasurer

Al Kerchner, Assistant Treasurer
Paulette Black, Financial Secretary
Bonnie Harris, Assistant Financial Secretary
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